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Economic Development

iSite staff dare | suggest this was only the business on THEIR books???? again how are
you expecting us to answer these questions without any actual information?

How much has it cost the council by removing the 3% rates reduction now having to
increase staff levels to monitor the extra rate payments. | for one have now gone to
quarterly payments instead of annual and refuse to get rate demand online as | am not
getting the 3% off my rates. Where's the saving to the council there. Might even start
paying weekly to increase the staff hours to process the additional payments. Think about it
council.

These questions are more complex than a simple yes or no answer. Economic development
is important, but more community engagement is needed to understand what support people
and businesses need, what should be prioritised and how Council's investment should be
directed.

Not sure how much you spend, or on what, but if it benefits the local economy then keep
going

This short survey is worded as if you would like the community to agree it is important. I'm
not sure it is.

Work scheme training in Raetihi be good

you need to develop, and assist the local economy or we will fade into oblivion
we have not gained anything over the last five years

Visit Ruapehu should do this alone.

You bureaucrats don't know how to create wealth. You need to be talking with people like
myself who know science engineering and manufacturing.

No

Work alongside with other community organizations and lwi PSGEs to create a common
difference and bond within the communities.

Not tourism businesses its a joke this is not queenstown or taupo.

I support initiatives that genuinely help local businesses and create jobs, but Council needs
to focus on value for money, Any investment in economic development should have clear,
measurable outcomes and be regularly reviewed to ensure ratepayers are getting good
value. Where possible, funding should leverage partnerships and external grants to minimise
the impact on rates

Council should utilise the in house expertise of its officers to promote economic
development in the district, and cease using outside consultants.

I can not give you an informed opinion. When | do not know what these services are. A
report would need to be shared to discuss the benefits of each "specialist skills, business
networks, and programmes".

I support increased investment in economic development, but it must produce visible and
measurable results for Ruapehu—not simply fund a contract administered outside our
district. As a Taumarunui business owner and tourism operator, | see businesses struggling,
shops closing and our town centre losing activity. This is exactly when Council should
increase practical economic support, not withdraw it. Cutting economic development during
a downturn risks accelerating decline and weakening the rates base Council depends upon.
Any agreement with Whanganui & Partners must include transparent Ruapehu-specific
targets and public reporting. Ratepayers should be told how much is invested, what services
are delivered locally, which businesses receive assistance, how many jobs and enterprises
are created or retained, and what measurable benefit Taumarunui and our smaller
communities receive, Economic development staff also need a regular presence in
Taumarunui. Local businesses should not have to navigate a distant agency to receive
assistance funded through their own rates. Investment should prioritise locally owned
businesses, Maori and hapi enterprise, tourism, agriculture, food production, town-centre
revitalisation, workforce development and opportunities that keep money circulating locally. |
support increasing investment—but with stronger local delivery, accountability and
measurable outcomes. Economic development should be something our businesses can
see, access and benefit from, not merely a contract listed in Council’'s budget.

Waste of money we have had no support

Not something | see any benefit from, despite funding it.
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Economic Development

itis

Where are the measureable benefits/outcomes for Ruapehu? We are just helping fund
something that benefits Whanganui DC, Don't know any businesses that have got anything
out of it.

Cannot see any measurable benefit - if this could be demonstrated would support it

Stop funding visit Ruapehu entirely at the end of rating year and wind down the entity. Close
all the | sites as people use oyjer sources. Sell the Ohakune I site building and pay down
debt which is excessive for a small council

How does this tie in with tourism?

Although this is a very important part of the future we arent in a position to finance further
development unless it was potentially very advantageous to our region and employment.

Consultants out, council staff in.

The initial beneficiaries of these services should fund them. Trickle down to the average
ratepayer does not happen.

Maori Purpose Zones for zoning needs to be activated please.
We need this to be run by locals for locals with realistic budgets and timelines in place

It could be managed by outside experts, govemment entities or groups

Is the service that has been offered through councils discretionary funding, worked and if so
how? Hence why | have answered "unsure" to both questions, as | don't know how well it is
working at present or how well it has worked in the past

Employ a dedicated person
The council should concentrate on what rates are for. Infrastructure!

| truly think there has to be a high investment in somehow bringing primary industries back
to our area, we need to have facilities that bring employment, | think the future of our area is
really going to pivot on work and who we can attract and retain. With that, the economic
development seems a worthy way to use the money , but with clear budgets and conflicts of
interest of works done publicly visible so we can see our money is being spent wisely.

While not core to council, economic growth will contribute to rates into the future. But like
most things, council need to reduce the investment/cost to the ratepayer.

Economic development is key to growth,but dont just have loose plans. Make sure you are
articulate in what you want to achieve. Do you even hold community think tanks to take
advantage of big brains in area or just use outside consultants to decide every decision.
Perhaps hire a smart brain for a 360 overview of all areas for decelopment vs spending on
consultants that really are not always that good.

rates are not to fund economic development which benefits a few - business people...

Rather than bringing overly paid consultants from out of the region create a forum of
business operator's to drive the economic growth. They know more about what is needed
than any outsiders

This is an important core service... no economic development and support = no businesses
and no jobs

Since the closing of the mills and the problems with the ski fields, it feels very shaky in the
south of the district in terms of job availability and stability. Supporting job creation is vital
to retaining and attracting people to live in our area

Too much is being spent on consultation.

| believe Visit Ruapehu provides partly in this area, for the Ruapehu region and through this,
maintained.

Its not a core council function, use this money on the infrastructure

Business's should pay for their own economic development. The government would not
assist the sawmills to stay open because they would not subsidise privately owned
companies, so why should us ratepayers effectively subsidise private business.
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Economic Development

Q4 306 responses

Where do you live?

Ohura .
Ongarue I
OWhango -
Waimarino .
Rangataua I
Waiouru l
Other (please specify) -
0% 4% 8% 12% 16% 20% 24% 28% 32%
Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@ Taumarunui 32.35% 99
@® ohura 2.94% 9
) Ongarue 1.31% 4
@ oOwhango 5.56% 17
@ waimarino 2.61% 8
@ Rangataua 0.98% 3
@ oOhakune 22.88% 70
Total 306

8/9

36%

40%











