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Environmental Sustainability

Staff at council have said they are in alot of debt. Really should sort out you debt & seek if
iwi can take over as its getting worst here ; council does not have a solution compared to
other councils in the country.

Stop buying council new cars. They simply dont need replacing. Cars should last many
many many years!

Climate Change is a scam. The climate is always fluctuating, thats nature and the biggest
influence to us is the Sun cycles.

I know $ are tight but ES must still be a top priority, for your/our legacy to our children and
grandchildren. Who wants to be remembered as the generation that didn't do enough?

Government need to pay

OMG seriously, where these questions written by a 100 year old white guy who still thinks
climate change and environmental exploitation is ok if there is a $$$. Surprised you are not
also promoting drilling for oil if it's found at the Carrot park? Come on guys, tourism is
(depending on the daytime) our best or second greatest GDP regional earner, we should be
doing everything we can to protect our environment and waterways for future generations.
Opting out is not an option

Central govt domain
Government already funds disaster recovery after an event.

We need solar panels the more the merrier more native tree and fauna planting more
community food gardens

We need to stick to our standards and morals. Who cares what the world does, as long as
we can hold our heads up high. Thats what makes us kiwis. We do everything for the good
of us all, not for the good of few

This is of the utmost importance.

We agree with a low level functional emergency fund, which can also go towards replacing
our bridges

This is a nonsence. A created "catch phrase” that is costing our economy ( and rate payers)
and is non scientific based

Get horizons to do it ! They have low investment in our district. They probably have more
staff we need staff doing work that is legislated.

Look at the true scientific evidence and not the ridiculous media generated aberration of the
scientific facts.

No

Government requirements in this area need to be funded by the Government as they require
them.

Our area has an abundance of trees/ bush and very little industry so don't waste money
measuring the carbon footprint. Just be sensible with resource use.

Yes its crucial council up holds this responsibility for this region. Uphold and reinforce,
working alongside with your Iwi Partnerships. Building relationships stronger to better
accommodate the Region.

Plant somw trees if tour worried about climate and environment, stop wasting money when
the answer is right in fornt of you.

Stop wasting my money!

We live in a changing world. We need to keep preparing for unexpected emergencies - and
for expected ones

Its a balancing act. What Council should reasonable be responsible for and what other
entities are and should be and to what level is the balance. However Council does need to
have something in place now that Climate damage is occurring more frequently.

Compliance and enforcement by council is completely lacking years after the fire at
Manunui car wrecking yard, burnt tyres, broken asbestos cladding and other wast still lies
open to the elements only 20 metres or so from the Whanganui river upstream on the towns
drinking water intake. Why had the council not required the property owner to clean this
toxic mess up,?
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Environmental Sustainability

There is an undeniable need for climate resilience in our district. Scrapping/minimising
environmental work at council may save money now, but we're well aware it'll cost us in the
long run, Be sensible; don't cut if it isn't necessary.

Education is essential to ensuring sustainable policies are both understood and followed

Lets get back to basics. Rate payers money should go to the essentials. Lets get rid of
Council's environmental sustainability work that is NOT REQUIRED by law. We have other
things that rate payers money can go towards - that | would deem as more important, For
example, roading.

The environment is the bedrock upon which society and the economy exist so this should
be prioritised above all else to help support a future for our children and grandchildren

This is a crucial area for any councilllocal body. Instead of seeing it as a separate area of
concern (of separate policies & activities), it might help to understand that global
heating/climate change drives the higher cost of living, it puts severe strain on natural
resources (including food production capability) and urban infrastructure, it grows ideal
conditions for disasters; it is a health and a safety issue. When we understand that it
affects every part of our lives we can see how important it is to maintain and even grow an
environmental sustainability policy/department for local authorities. This should become part
of the council's regular business for the wellbeing of its constituents.,

It's important for Councils to take the lead on climate change even if the current government
is not. Councils are at the ground level of climate related issues and will have to deal with
fallout from climate related disasters. The better prepared you are the better. And any way
of preventing problems such as flooding and slips the better off we'll be,

The Central Government should be the ones funding Local Council after an emergency not
the rate payers.

I think the across Council staff and elected members, there is a need to increase their
understanding of climate change, the risks it will bring and how you can change the way you
operate to reduce the risks to communities and Council assets and operations.

Ideally these costs would be shared with central government, as your rating base is small
and you support huge numbers of visitors (like me), But our government is virtually in
climate denial, while disasters pile up. It is increasingly obvious that money spent on
preparation is money well spent - things are only going to get tougher. So... good luck with
continuing with your climate work!

Keep it up Ruapehu, it's important mahi!

I support Council continuing—and strengthening—all five areas of environmental
sustainability work. Climate planning, emissions reporting, environmental advice and
regional collaboration are not optional extras. They are essential to protecting our
infrastructure, communities, waterways and ratepayers from increasingly frequent and
costly events. Our district has already experienced earthquakes, flooding, slips, severe
weather, disrupted roads and pressure on rural water infrastructure. Cutting preventative
work may reduce expenditure today, but it will expose ratepayers to much greater repair and
recovery costs tomorrow. Council itself acknowedges that the cost of doing nothing is likely
to be greater than investing early. Council should establish clear, measurable climate and
resilience priorities for every community—not only the main centres. Smaller and isolated
communities such as Kakahi require locally designed plans for drinking water, emergency
communications, backup energy, road access, fire resilience and support during extended
disruptions. Environmental planning must also involve mana whenua and hapu from the
beginning. Matauranga Maori, whakapapa relationships with whenua and waterways, and the
knowledge held by ahi ka should help shape priorities, monitoring and action. Engagement
should not be limited to large organisations or occur after decisions have effectively been
made. | support investigating a disaster reserve, provided it is transparent, protected for
genuine emergencies and developed alongside insurance, government co-funding and other
options so that the burden does not fall unfaily on households already struggling with rates.
Council cannot call climate change a growing risk and then consider withdrawing the very
work needed to understand and manage it. Maintain the current services, strengthen
practical community resilience, and report publicly on progress and outcomes. Your survey
is actually making the argument that climate risks are becoming more frequent and severe

and that doing nothing will probably cost more. Therefore. reducing this work would
contradict Council's own explanation. ﬁ

Waste of resources

NA
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Environmental Sustainability

that will have significant positive impacts with lest costs, this may mean taking some bold
moves that may have push back from the community .

The environment is important. Understanding how we mitigate these changes is
paramount...

Having disaster fund is a good idea and stay away from the temptation of spending
elsewhere

Climate change is hitting the district hard and we need good LOCAL climate change insights
and supporting policies and mitigation strategies.

Should be looking to leverage off larger councils wherever possible in this space. Should
only fund the legislated requirement

Environmental sustainabiilty is an agenda not a strategy that can have any material effect.
The subject has become a political ideology, in reality the miniscule effect of this council
compared to the gross misconduct of US, Russia, China and India justifies not putting any
resources into it until the major regional environmental issues are addressed. Let's stamp
out political correctness and start addressing tangible programmes for the community.

Support local schools and kindergartens to become more sustainable with electricity and
water use.

Get back to basics as none of this around when | was a teenager
Waste of money

Environmental issues are an edict of central government and as such should be “ handled “
there. There is to much input from to many sources that can confuse, muddle and add
costs. Leave it to central government to control and therefore fund

I'd like Council to report on it's direct and imported/embodied emissions by emission type at
least annually. Only then can we judge if this is just lip service. | still see multiple petrol
driven Council cars congregating at the same venue.

Fine households for unclean recycling bins. Award neat street announcements for litter free
neighbourhoods.

What you are doing is not working for smaller regions that never see funding because there
is always big bang for buck in larger population regions. Council need to commit a
percentage of rate payer funds back to the actual region collected. Budgets should be
planned right down to small communities, shared with communities and funds not
reallocated for emergencies. Work within that budget and borrow for extraordinary events.
Rate payers don't trust council because you are not fair and you are not transparent. This is
why so many LGOIMA requests. Change your basic principles.

There will always be natural disasters, best to put a pot aside for them.
Use outside invironmental advice eg NIWA.

If it's not required by law - don't do it. Keep in mind the old staying, you have to be in the
black to be green.

landowners and forestry companies need to clean up the mess after growing and felling
trees. why should the ratepayers pay for these. greater focus on maintains drains etc to
ensure they can cope.

I don't think council’s spending on environmental sustainability is funds well spent at all. |
fully support going back to the very basics and none of this fluffy stuff.

Surely Horizons currently cover a lot of this for which we pay additional rates for, so as
Horizons disappears in two years adopt those policies.

Surely horizons regional council does all this work now for which we already pay for
separately. And if we don't have an emergency fund in place all ready then that is piss poor
planning from previous councils !

We need the council to use commonsense for the environment

Unfortunately environmental sustainability is like free range chicken. Great to throw money
at when you've got plenty, but an unnecessary luxury when most of your ratepayers are
below the national average income. Get the basics sorted out first, the start looking at
environmental sustainability.

CLIMATE CHANGE IS NOT REAL. WAKE UP LOOK AT THE FACTS. THE EARTH IS
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Q7 339 responses

Where do you live?

Taumarunui

Ohura

Ongarue

Owhango

Waimarino

Rangataua

Ohakune

Raetihi

Waiouru

Other (please specify)

Answer Choices
@ Taumarunui
@® ohura
) Ongarue
@ oOwhango
@ waimarino
@ Rangataua

@ oOhakune

Total

0%
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Environmental Sustainability
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12%
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