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Q2 310 responses

Should Council provide opportunities for young people to participate in Council
decision-making?
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Q5 310 responses
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Q5 Should Council support youth-led initiatives that align with Council's goals?
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Answered: 105  Skipped: 206

RESPONSES

Youth do not have enough life experience to make decisions that could impact on the lives
of all ratepayers in the region.

Discipline is urgently needed not so called opportunity
Train our youth, Give them jobs,

"Youth" are notoriously hard to corral. Not sure if much Council initiative would make much
difference. Roles could be offered, and mentorship. No big spend on this.

More emphasis on sport

If council don't provide this, in a town like ours the youth will not have any awareness or
pathway to leam council (community) issues.

Develop youth to understand and use the council infrastructure to initiate meaningful
changes in the community.

Youth development needs to be encouraged. These are the next generation of councillors
and mayors. Teach them now so they can navigate the various roles needed to build and
manage teams, projects, organisations therough leadership and skills.

Build them a building for youth pool tables, games a place for them like for fun (down town)
Support existing community organisation rather than going alone
Fund more youth programms

Appoint a school leader, have them speak on school BOT's, have them visit businesses
and mentor programme

Parents etc need to play a bigger role in youth development not Council

Whis is this the only targeted age group council is concerned with what about early
childhood or mums retuning to work strategies or active seniors public transport could
support all of these for example

Youth are our future leaders which need fostering
Future mayors + councillors

Some of this initiatives were ran by high school. Maybe Council should join/integrate their
programme with local primary and secondary schools

That's what schools are for

RDC is not the right body to offer youth initiatives. It could however, hold workshops for
youth to say what works well and what is not

What is base role of a council? What are the must does and what are the nice to have
They are out future - investment in our youth bodes well for a better future
School is where the kids get mentored. Support the clubs and they will support the kids

It's a nice to have but | have not personally seen anything come from it. What about a
polytech here for taumarunui to gain further education and skills for work! Should be part of
central govnt initiative

Not something council should be involved in

Lets keep our kids here. They will become strong leaders in the future if they are given the
chance to stay here. It is a great place with loads of potential.

The youth are inexperienced and need to be led. You cannot rely on them to do any decision
making. That would be absolutely foolish!
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Council should provide development for Rangatahi to experience what is like to be a
councilor etc. Council should provide this within local schools for senior students in
leadership roles within their school. Create a pathway for Rangatahi who desire and have a
passion for council and their communities.

As Whitney Houston said: "I believe the children are our future Teach them well and let
them lead the way Show them all the beauty they possess inside Give them a sense of
pride to make it easier Let the children’s laughter remind us how we used to be" I'm 55 and
hopeyou bothered to ask them? Oh yeah na, even if they have filled in any of these surveys
how do you actually know? To avoid institutional bias you needed to obtain way better
demographic data! I'm pretty sure rangatahi at College will have a very different opinion to a
80+-year old white boy farmer across all of these questions, TBH this whole hour taken to
answer such a range of ambiguous questions with little or no information is saddening as we
should be excited about our long term future together as an entire region not fighting each
other no you have finally realised we can't affford our rates and you are broke and have run
out of stuff to take off us. This is actually nothing new :(

District councils are not youth services. The District council is about infrastructure like,
roading, water, and waste

My daughter was a Youth Council rep and during that time | met the other reps; lovely young
people whom this mahi built up and gave great experience to that they have taken into their
adult lives. There is no question that this mahi should continue. While Council may not have
a legal imperative here, | think the values of our community provide a moral imperative for
this mahi to continue, As you wrote yourselves, rangatahi are our future, We must invest in
them.

G

I think a youth centre would be beneficial for our kids. Have fun and free interactive
workshops to help encourage leadership and creativity. Get our kids excited about our
community and the place they live in. This would also help get out kids off the street and in
to something productive.

It's a great thing when the community has the funds but when to do so. Reap is great and
should be a place where youth can go to find clubs and groups where they can be supported
in leadership/framing and community i.e. young farmers, church groups, fedderated farmers

Underprived youth. Support all age groups not certain 1s.

If council can’t mow the lawns and clean the toilets, maybe another agency like Kokiri or
Ngati rangi need to run youth. Does youth council have responsibilities that help councillors
? Then that helps like engagement or exposure to the business so they might work for
council or become a councillor. ? It's not really a council role it's more a responsibility for
HR to expose youth to council to help council hire the next employees or councillors

NA
Provide Adult development projects along side Youth Development projects
No

Work alongside with your lwi Partnership within their local areas to help grow this initiative to
better grow future succession for a better region and a better lead nation. Give us all hope
that this council can work collectively and collaborately with your Iwi PSGE relationships.
Together Ruapehu District Council will become a stronger and appropriate Council and
region to live in. More sustainable and prosperous in growth and stature and a much more
expensive experience and regionto live in for the longevity and future succession and
sustainability for all families not just the elite.

Having youth input is what matters in raetihi we are the up and coming of our town! Getting
them involved now sets them up for the future of Raetihi.

You should support what doesnt align with council goals too as most council goals are out
of line with local rate payers goals. Also youth are important,

Stop wasting our money

My rate hill is too high to be wasted on this sort of stuff.

Again, yes or no is not always the answer. Your questions are to blunt
Young people are our future

This process should be undertaken by the community not Council. IE: REAP, the Business
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community.

Council should continue investing in youth development, but it must be meaningful rather
than symbolic. A Youth Council is worthwhile only if rangatahi have genuine access to
information, decision-makers and Council processes—and can see how their advice has
influenced actual decisions. Membership must represent the whole district, including Maori
rangatahi, rural communities, smaller settlements, alternative education, young workers and
those who are not already confident or high-achieving. Council must provide transport,
mentoring, meeting support and appropriate recognition or payment so participation is not
limited to young people whose families can afford it. | am also concerned by the wording in
question 5 - “youth-led initiatives that align with Council's goals.” Rangatahi should not
receive support only when their ideas fit priorities already determined by adults. Youth
development must give young people room to identify their own priorities, question Council
and propose new directions. The Youth Council should have a clear mandate, an annual
budget, speaking rights before relevant Council committees and a requirement for Council to
formally respond to its recommendations. Outcomes should be reported publicly so the
community can see what was proposed, funded and achieved. Young people are not merely
“future leaders.” They are residents and citizens now, and decisions made today will affect
them for longer than most current decision-makers.

Along side iwi. Transparent coms
No point if nothing eventuates for youth after spending all funds

Raetihi needs a skate park here for our kids there's a lot of talented kids around with no
were to show it

Never heard of the youth council
Wasted funding.

Supporting youth leadership its important as it gives RDC a different prospective. It is
importantly that adults who are involved to support the youths are willing to listen to and
advocate for their ideas, especially when they are out of left Feild.

Our young ones in the area could definitely benefit from these things i have marked yes to.
This is crucial for our next generation! They are the future.

NA

This would be great for our young people to get involved.

They are the future of the area, We want youth who grew up here to have a vested interest
so they either stay in the area or come back after they have gained new skills elsewhere.

We need to promote and encourage our next generation of leaders
Familiies need to step up along with interest groups. Stop investing in the no-hopers.
Not sure how much this of this stays in the community, (retaining of youth in the area)

Funding should come from Government not local councils, Government should invest in YP
like they invest in people on the benefit

Developing youth is not the responsibility of council, it is with parents, the education system
and community organisations. Council is operating beyond their means.

The money spent on the level of staff in the council could be better spent on the youth. Not
increasing the staff numbers

The youth are our future councillors, and it's important that they understand the
requirements of running a good council in their area. It also is a great opportunity for youth
to be able to give back to their communities in a constructive manner.

Leave it to social service providers.

Its a waste of ratepayers money. Maori have their own programmes - funded by themselves
from treaty settlement investments.

No
Don't they have all that at schools
Employ youth to a succession plan

Youth provide an essential voice and vision for any district. It's not that they are the future:
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they are the now.

This could be provided by the local business community, schools and marae based
community

Like our natural environment that is our future, so our the youth set to later care and govern
it. Always invest in the future. Stop investing so much in the past!

Taumarunui needs smart, bright young people to either stay in the town, or have an
incentive to come back after tertiary study. Currently, a vast majority of students attend high
school out of town and dont come back. Students rarely come back after tertiary study.
Taumarunui needs young, bright people to come back and help grow the town.

Personally isn't if something has to go ....

Qs 3 and 4 are the same thing. Only support the Youth Council if it is open to all young
people - not just Maori rangatahi as at the moment

Council should support general skill building for all youth, not just those who seek leadership
roles

The current Youth Council is not representative of Ruapehu youth. It is entirely Maori which
is exclusionary and raciest.

This is another politically correct agenda. Politically correct agendas can be identified by the
small group of doomsayers who outline the implications of not having the agenda. Focus on
the youth should be on work direction, opportunities, apprenticeships, school-work
assignments, etc, but these are not council led, but school-business group led. Council may
choose to fund school-business group strategies, but not waste resources in politically
correct initiatives that in reality neither have measurable objectives nor achieve anything
meaninful for the young population, other than make them more dependent on the ‘'system’.

Hard to know when we don't know the costs involved.
Not council business.
If there is interest from the youth, than we should support them where we can.

This doesn't need to be a cost exercise and should be a free mentor program for all youth
not just Maori

If it's not costing a lot of ratepayers putea to provide this service, then it should continue.

I believe council should definitely have a youth voice however, the advocacy and support of
youth does not belong to council. There are government-funded agencies who have youth
portfolios.

Provided there is no actual costs, youth should be involved, but most needs to be externally
funded. Youth need assistance, and programs should exist but at the near minimum cost.
l.e. selecting items in a survey supporting youth does not mean go ahead and build a million
dollar youth center

Education and parent responsibilities.

i would like to see workshops involving young people to determine how they might have a
voice, there are some groups that are working well with young people. council needs to look
at how it can work with such groups eg “BreakThrough” i think they need a real project/s to
work on

Listen to the young, you might be surprised at thwir fresh ideas and | aight once you get
past the idealism,

There are literal organisations in the Ruapehu district that are funded to support rangatahi -
MSD, Private Training places, Kokori Trust, REAP, schools and Kura and possibly others.
Not council's obligations

Initiatives like the youth council only attract a very small number of like minded youth while
the vast majority of youth in our town do not engage in these types of initiatives. Money
should be spent in creating safe activities and spaces for youth not on a few kids who likely
will leave the district anyway once they get to working age

I fully support youth development but not as a function of council services. Youth
development should start within families/developed at school and within the community
itself.

I believe council could invest in organisations already doing this work without needing to do
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anything themselves. Save the money - this is a nice to have service that groups in the
area are already doing.

Youth development should be through schools and others like army cadets, scouts, gil
guides, rugby clubs etc. The council had a youth council and it was a farce, remember the
Raetihi bus shelter debacle. Let parents get involved in supporting their kids and creating
youth groups.

This should all occur at a college level council should stay out of it and focus on its core
role

Plenty of other agencies that help youth - another waste of staff resources

There are a number of organisations that provide youth leadership. Align with them should
be more cost effective

Spending time on our future is vital

Keep in mind there are little job opportunities in the district for young people. | agree we
need to help and build our youth as they are our future leaders but what are we doing to
keep them in the region and is this a council service?

We need a gymnasium/ swimming/spa or hot pool complex

people of all ages can be involved if they want to, doesn't need to be money spent on for a
specific group

Supporting our youth would be really beneficial for the area. Providing more opportunities,
activities and support for young people could help keep them engaged, give them positive
things to focus on, and encourage them to stay away from negative influences and
activities they should not be involved in. Investing in our youth is an investment in the
future of our community.

Yes, absolutely. Supporting youth development should remain a priority for RDC. Young
people are the future of our district, and if we want strong, vibrant communities in years to
come, we need to invest in them now. Programmes that encourage young people to
participate in community life, develop skills, build confidence and create local opportunities
are invaluable. It is important that young people feel connected to their communities and
see a future for themselves in Ruapehu, By supporting youth initiatives, leadership
programmes, recreation opportunities and pathways into employment, we can help ensure
they remain engaged members of the community for the rest of their lives. Retaining and
attracting young people is essential for the long-term sustainability of our district. | strongly
support continued investment in youth development and believe it provides significant
benefits for both individuals and the wider community.

Should be undertaken by a charitable organisation not council

Stick to core business
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Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Q7:

Total Respondents

Taumarunui

Ohura

Ongarue

Owhango

Waimarino

Rangataua

Ohakune

Raetihi

Waiouru

Youth Development

Q6 Do you have any other feedback about Youth Development

Answered: 96  Skipped: 189

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER FEEDBACK ABOUT YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

6/7

100.00%
41
100.00%
100.00%
100.00%
4
100.00%
0.00%
100.00%
16

100.00%

100.00%

TOTAL
42,71%

41

3.13%

2.08%

4.17%

7.29%

0.00%

16.67%

16

21.88%

2.08%

96



Youth Development

Q7 302 responses

Where do you live?

Ohura .
Ongarue I
OWhango -
Waimarino -
Rangataua .
Waiouru .
Other (please specify) -
0% 4% 8% 12% 16% 20% 24% 28% 32%
Answer Choices Percentage Responses
@® Taumarunui 28.15% 85
@® oOhura 2.32% 7
() Ongarue 1.32% 4
@ oOwhango 3.97% 12
@ waimarino 3.97% 12
@ Rangataua 1.66% 5
@ oOhakune 20.53% 62
Total 302

11712

36%

40%



Q7:
Taumarunui

Q7: Ohura

Q7: Ongarue

Q7: Owhango

Q7: Waimarino

Q7: Rangataua

Q7: Ohakune

Q7: Raetihi

Q7: Waiouru
0% 10%
B raumarunui
. Waimarino
. Waiouru
TAUMARUNUI
Q7: 100.00%
Taumarunui 85
Q7: Ohura 0.00%
0
Q7: Ongarue 0.00%
0
Q7: 0.00%
Owhango 0
Q7: 0.00%
Waimarino 0
Q7: 0.00%
Rangataua 0
Q7: 0.00%
Ohakune 0
Q7: Raetihi 0.00%
0
Q7: Waiouru 0.00%
0
Total 85
Respondents

Youth Development

Q7 Where do you live?

Answered: 285

20% 30% 40%
B ohura ) ongarue I owhango
B rangataua B ohakune [ Raetihi
. Other (plea...
OHURA ONGARUE OWHANGO WAIMARINO
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 0 0 0
100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
7 0 0 0
0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 4 0 0
0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00%
0 0 12 0
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00%
0 0 0 12
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 0 0 0
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 0 0 0
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 0 0 0
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
0 0 0 0
7 4 12 12

717

g

Skipped: 0

60%

RANGATAUA

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
100.00%
5

0.00%
0.00%

0,00%

g

OHAKUNE

§

RAETIHI

WAIOURU

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

0
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

100.00%

90%

OTHER
(PLEASE
SPECIFY)

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%

0.00%
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