
Dog Leash Rules
Your dog must be on a leash at all times in:

•	 All public cemeteries
•	 All areas within 50km, 70km, or 80km speed 

zones (except Ohura)
•	 Any other areas designated by Council and 

publicly notified

Always be leash ready!
Leash ready – carry one leash per dog, even in 
off-leash zones

Working dogs
Working dogs don’t need to be leashed when 
working, if leashing isn’t part of their usual role.

Dangerous dogs
Dangerous dogs must stay leashed and muzzled 
at all times.

Dog Exercise Areas (Off-Leash Zones)
Council designates public areas where dogs can 
run off-leash — these are publicly notified and 
can be found on ruapehudc.govt.nz

Off-leash rules:
•	 Voice control – your dog must respond to 

your commands
•	 Sightlines – always keep your dog within 

sight
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Being a Responsible 
Dog Owner

Ruapehu District Council encourages responsible 
dog ownership to keep our community safe, clean, 
and enjoyable for everyone. Here’s what you need 
to know: 

Who is a dog owner?
You are legally a dog owner if you:
•	 Own the dog
•	 Have had the dog in your care for 72+ hours
•	 Are the parent/guardian of a person under 

16 who owns a dog — you’re responsible for 
registration and the dog’s actions.

Your responsibilities as a dog owner:
•	 Register your dog (it’s the law!)
•	 Tell Council if you change address or ownership
•	 Provide food, clean water, and warm, dry 

shelter
•	 Give your dog regular exercise suited to its size
•	 Prevent your dog from being a nuisance              

(e.g. loud barking, wandering, etc.)
•	 Make sure your dog doesn’t harm or scare 

people, animals, or wildlife
•	 Prevent damage to others’ property
•	 Follow the Dog Control Act 1996 and all local 

rules



Let’s work together to keep our district safe, clean, and dog-friendly! 🐾
For more info see ruapehudc.govt.nz - scan the QR code

or call our Animal Control Team on 07 895 8188

Rangataua
•	 	 All of Rangataua township is a dog leash area.
Dog leash areas include:
•	 All areas within 50km, 70km, or 80km speed zones.
•	 Any other areas designated by Council and publicly notified.

Carry a bag and clean up 
after your dog 


