
BUILDING A 
GRANNY FLAT OR 

SMALL SECOND 
HOME ON YOUR 

PROPERTY

WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW

SITE & 
BUILDER
RULES 
Site standards:

Residential zones
•	 max 50% building coverage

•	 2 m boundary setbacks

•	 1.5 m side setback allowed if height-to-
boundary rules are met

Rural zones
•	 10 m front setback

•	 5 m side and rear setbacks

Urban Settlement Zone
•	 minimium 2 m front and rear setbacks

•	 note: a side yard of 1 m is permitted if District 
Plan Height Provisions are met

Builders & kitsets
•	 work must be done or supervised by 

licensed professionals

•	 check builders at www.lbp.govt.nz

COSTS &  
WHAT IS 
REQUIRED
Council may charge for:
•	 Public Information Memorandum (PIM) 

•	 water & wastewater connections

•	 development contributions  (if applicable)

What you must provide:

Before building
•	 site and floor plans

•	 elevations and basic sections

•	 storm and wastewater details

After completion (within 20 working days)

•	 final plans

•	 records of work

•	 plumbing, electrical, and gas certificates.



WHAT’S 
CHANGED?
What is the granny flat exemption? 

New national rules make it easier to build a 
granny flat or second small stand-alone 
home on your property.

Eligible granny flats or second small homes 
up to 70m2  can be built without building or 
resource consent. 

The exemption:

•	 increases housing supply
•	 supports affordable homes
•	 ensures buildings are safe and durable

All work must still meet the New Zealand 
Building Code.

Talk to 
Council first

It’s Free!

DO I NEED 
COUNCIL 
APPROVAL?
YES - but not a Building or Resource 
Consent if your project meets all exemption 
requirements and complies with required 
environmental standards.

You must still:
•	 apply for a Project Information 

Memorandum (PIM) before starting
•	 notify Council before building starts and 

when it’s finished

NOTE:
Depending on your site some projects 
may need a  Building or Resource 
Consent - Council will determine 
this during the Project Information 
Memorandum (PIM) process.

KEY 
BUILDING 
RULES
Your granny flat or small stand-
alone home must:

•	 be stand-alone and detached

•	 be new (not an extension)

•	 be 70 m² or less

•	 be single storey only

•	 be no higher than 4 m

•	 have a floor no more than 1 m above ground

•	 no mezzanine

•	 use lightweight timber or steel framing

•	 use lightweight roofing

•	 be at least 2 m from any other dwelling

•	 connect to Council/CCO water and 
wastewater

•	 not include a level-entry shower

•	 comply with the Building Code


