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Home Composting 

How to Get Started 
1. To choose a composting bin, you can 

either make one yourself or buy one 
from a garden centre.  Make sure the 
bin has a lid to stop the compost 
becoming waterlogged when it rains. 

2. Place your “green and brown material” 
into the compost bin.  The more the 
material is chopped up, the quicker the 
compost will be produced. 

3. Keep the compost pile moist.  It should 
be damp to the touch, but not wet. 

4. Leave the pile for about a week.  The 
compost will begin to bake and get 
warm.  This is part of the natural 
rotting process. 

5. Add air to the pile by stirring or turning 
with a fork. 

6. The pile will begin to reduce in size.  
This is a good sign that the compost is 
being formed.  If the compost begins 
to go slimy, add some cardboard, as 
this will add fibre. 

7. Continue to add green and brown 
material to the pile.  The best compost 
is made from a 50/50 split of green 
and brown material. 

8. For optimal results, turn the heap every 
few weeks to increase air circulation and 
expose fresh material to insects and other 
organisms.  Add water if the pile becomes 
dry. 

9. If you mix the pile every week, it should be 
ready in about two months.  If you don’t 
turn the mix, it may take up to 12 months 
to form compost. 

10. Your compost should look a dark brown 
colour and be crumbly in texture — similar 
to potting mix. 

11. Mix the compost into the soil and watch 
your plants grow. 

Links 
www.earthmaker.co.nz 
www.hungrybin.co.nz 

www.zingbokashi.co.nz 



Composting is a natural process where micro-organisms, insects and earthworms decompose organic matter such as food scraps and garden 
waste into a soil-like material.  Compost is a rich source of nutrients for your garden.  Composting also helps to reduce the amount of rubbish 
you throw away, which saves you money and helps our environment by reducing the amount of waste going into our landfills. 

Ingredients for composting:   Greens + Browns + Water + Air = Compost 

Materials that can be composted 

Greens (High Nitrogen Content) 
 Vegetable scraps 
 Fruit scraps 
 Coffee grounds and filters 
 Tea leaves and bags 
 Lawn clippings 
 Plant clippings 
 Flowers 

Browns (High Carbon Content) 
 Tree clippings (small twigs) 
 Dried leaves 
 Straw and untreated sawdust 
 Shredded paper towels, paper serviettes and 

tissues 
 Shredded paper or cardboard 
 Egg shells 
 Bread, grains and pasta 

Paper products and cardboard should be ripped into small pieces prior to composting and soaked in water for the best 
results.  Twigs and small branches should not be thicker than your finger and should be broken into small pieces for 
the best results. 

Materials that cannot be composted 
 Meat, fish or poultry 
 Bones 
 Weeds 
 Plant residue with chemical spray 
 Cooking oils or fats 
 Dairy products 

 Wood or timber 
 Glass, metal or plastics 
 Styrofoam 
 Liquids 
 Hazardous substances  
 Dog or cat waste 


